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A Communications Ministry of

Monumental United Methodist Church
Connecting With People—Connecting With God!

A Time For Everything and a Season For Every Activity Under Heaven

In the worship service on May 21st, we announced that the Bishop has appointed me to now become
the new pastor of Woodlawn United Methodist Church in Roanoke. In the three years I’ve been at
Monumental, I’ve learned that the congregation has lots of wonderful people. I have appreciated those of you
who have opened your hearts to the ministry I’ve offered and allowed me to be your pastor.

I have enjoyed visiting in your homes, working on projects, meeting with leaders, working with church
groups and committees, and seeing members at the hospital or at health care facilities. I have been with you as
you have experienced the joys of weddings and baptisms, and consoled you during the grief of losing loved
ones. I’ve also enjoyed working with our church staff, which has always been a joy to me and to my family.
I’ve appreciated your prayers for me and my family, especially following the death of Gail’s mother a few
years ago, at the time of my back surgery I had a year ago, and during my Dad’s recent illness this spring.

The church I will now serve in Roanoke is not far from my parents’ home, and is not far from where
Gail’s father lives on Smith Mountain Lake. Our parsonage is also quite close to where Gail’s sister and her
family live as well.

In moving to Roanoke, Gail and I will be able to check on our parents regularly, now that they have
increasing needs for care. As 1 Timothy 5:4 says, “If a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn
first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and
grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.”

Next fall, Emily will become a student at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, not far from
Roanoke. And Ben will be a student at Hidden Valley High School, which is the best school in the Roanoke
County school system and is the best one in the Roanoke valley.

I will be interested to hear in the coming years, how you are doing, how you are growing, how you are
becoming the church God is calling you to be. Our new address will be 6622 Old Barn Circle, Roanoke,
Virginia 24018.

Your new pastor, Rev. Bob Friend, will be a blessing to you. As I said in my message on May 21st,
don’t focus on your new pastor being a super pastor. Focus on you being a super congregation as you continue
in ministry together. Changes are inevitable and changes will need to be made in the weeks to come.

Monumental is still a great church, yet it is still one that has great challenges ahead. “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

In His Service,

Dr. Louis M. Strickler

Monumental United Methodist Church (757) 397-1297 (office)
450 Dinwiddie St (757) 397-1116 (Fax)
Portsmouth, VA 23704 MonumentalUMC.org




What Does Worship Mean To You?

” It’s a popular word. But what do we mean when
we say, “I went to worshlp last Sunday,” or, “We really worshipped
today,” or, “I got a lot out of that worship service” (or, conversely, “I
got nothing from that worship service!”’)? Is worship really an event
in time and space? Is it really something designed to make us feel
good and entertain? Is supposed to give us something?

Proskuneo is the most common Greek word translated as
“worship” in the New Testament. Literally, pros means “toward”
and kuneo means “to kiss.” Therefore, worship is an act of reverence
and devotion showing love to the One who loved us first (Ephesians
5:25).

Do we only love Jesus on Sunday mornings? I hope not.
Worship is a lifestyle. It’s something we should do everyday. All we
do that expresses our love for a holy, powerful, triune God is “good”
worship. You can have excellent, soul-stirring music and still not
have good, authentic worship. The same thing goes for preaching.
And whether we gather for worship in small home gatherings, in
rented buildings, or in a historic sanctuary the place and style do not
define good worship. The object of our devotion does. What is the
object of your devotion? That’s something to think about.

In Christ, Hank

Pictorial Membership
Directory Coming Soon

In anticipation of producing a new
pictorial membership directory to be published
in the fall, we are updating and correcting our
contact information. The new directory will
include e-mail addresses and cell phone
numbers. An interim directory will be released
in July.

Later this month, you will receive a
copy of the contact information we currently
have on file, which may be out of date. Please
help us fix any bad or incomplete information.

The Church, as the Body of Christ, is
held together by relationships. Essential to all
good relationships are two critical components:
Trust and Communication. And vital to
Communication is current Contact Information.
Please do your part to build up the Body of
Christ by confirming and/or correcting your
contact information.

Thanks, Stephen Little

Notes From TheBridge

Mission trip update. A wonderful team of volunteers will be leaving for Gulfport, Mississippi June 24th - July
Ist. We will show people the love of Christ while repairing hurricane damaged houses. The team includes folks from
many churches as well as Monumental UMC and TheBridge. We are in need of a couple of 15 passenger vans (we are

reluctant to take our own church van). Please pray for this need and help us in any way you can. Your participation,

prayers, and support (financial and otherwise) are welcomed.

Easter Success. Thanks to everyone on both sides of our church who helped make the Easter Eggstravaganza a
great success. Over 100 guests came to the Courthouse Galleries for the Eggstravaganza and a total of 80 folks attended
our Sunrise Services at the Renaissance. But, of course, numbers alone don’t equal success. With the Eggstravaganza we
defined success as: 1) everybody has fun, and 2) at least ten families express interest in our church. We were really
close! Everyone had a great time and we had six families request more information. Success for our Sunrise Services
was defined as 1) giving the community a glimpse of what worship at TheBridge and Monumental is like, and 2) offer
them an opportunity accept Christ or to walk a little closer to the Resurrected One. I think we accomplished that first

goal and I pray that someone made a decision for Christ.

Upcoming events at TheBridge. August is Movie Night Month! We will be inviting the community to an
outdoor movie every Friday night in August. We are also planning a Skate Day where children and youth can enjoy a
portable skate park, compliments of TheBridge. The date is not yet determined. Look for more details in future bulletins
and newsletters. We will be promoting these community events in the Memorial Day parade and during the Cock Island
Race gatherings. Help us spread the word! May we always connect with people and with God.

One Church in Two Locations. Before we can tell others about us we must understand the relationship
between both sides of our church. I usually say that together TheBridge and Monumental are one church, but like a coin

we have two sides.

Monumental has been a people following God for 234 years. We have faithfully served God in good times and
bad, in peace time and through every major war. We are a historic church serving a new age as we connect with others

and with God.

Our other side, TheBridge, is a new, cutting-edge, vintage-faith community. We provide a safe environment for
folks to explore spirituality, especially if those don’t feel at home in either a traditional or a contemporary “community
church” service. We are all about connecting with people and connecting with God in a new type of community. As you
can see, each side is different, yet our core values are the same. Core values like: Openness, Authentic friendships,

Compassion for others, and Quality Worship.

In the next few months I’ll show how our core values complement each other.

In Christ, Pastor Hank




Our Jamestown 2007 Project
Margaret Windley, Historian, History Columnist

Monumental United Methodist Church is a Jamestown 2007 Community.

As part of our observance of the nation’s 400th anniversary, we are honoring
our history and that of our nation with work on our Glasgow Street Park . A large part
of it is already being done by Saunders and Barbara Early as head of the church’s
Glasgow Street Park Committee. They have removed a slab that could have been
hazardous to the public, replaced an unsightly fence, and performed landscaping and
maintenance.

They also plan to bring three of the original graves (yes that was once their
resting place) from the side of the church and place them near the right-hand back
corner of the lot. They also plan to place a welcoming memorial at the entrance to the
park. It will contain the informative plaque which now rests on a deteriorating brick
stand in the park’s mid-front. The stand will be removed.

A subcommittee of the United Methodist Women is planning a memorial for
the left side of the park with the names of the individuals known to have been buried
there in the days when the land was the site of Glasgow Street Methodist,
Monumental’s second church site, 1792—1833. However, they continued to bury their
dead there until the 1840s when Cedar Grove Cemetery was opened to the public.

In 1833 Monumental moved to its present site on Dinwiddie Street and gave
the older church to the African American congregation for worship. When it burned in
1856, their congregation moved their place of worship to North Street where it is now
known as Emanuel AME.

In 1945 the park became the site of a Quonset for Boy Scout meetings. By the
1980s, the scouts had grown up and moved on. Catherine Hatcher, the historian at the
time, led a successful fundraising effort to fix up the lot and turn it into a park.

In the 21st century, interest has continued.

The Earlys became intrigued with the park’s history and took on its
chairmanship about 2001. Under their leadership, a very exciting opportunity to study
the land came about.

Using an electrical scan similar to sonar, Dr. Cassandra Newby-Alexander of
Norfolk State University led an investigation of the lot in conjunction with that of
Emanuel AME in 2004. At our site, she found two graves, the possible locations of
others and the outline of some of the church walls. About the same time, David
Hazzard, State Archeologist for the state’s Department of Historic Resources, on an
independent investigation, found evidence of the same.

The full list of 24 (including three unnamed burials) is too long to include in
this article and will have to be given next month. But one of the graves belongs to
William Porter, the son-in-law of Isaac Luke, considered the founding layman. Luke
was the Portsmouth citizen who heard Methodist missionary Robert Williams in
Norfolk and invited him to preach from his porch in Portsmouth to avoid harassment
from unruly mobs. Williams set up a Methodist class in a warehouse and named Luke
its first leader.

Porter, who married Luke’s daughter Elizabeth after the Revolution, was a
lieutenant in that war. According to Marshall Butt’s Under Four Flags, he fought for
America in the Battle of Great Bridge.

Missions Committee News

Our Faith Promises made it
possible for the Mission Committee
to present a check to Bonnie Roane
on April 30 for her trip to Africa. A
check for the Bishop’s Fund will be
delivered to Annual Conference on
June 11th.

A check to support our
missionary in Nepal, Dr. Alma
Jocson, will soon be ready.

Don't forget Kits for
Conference are due to be delivered
June 11th.

United Methodist Men
The Monumental United

Methodist Men will meet Sunday,
June 4th, at 8:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall for breakfast and a
program. Our speaker will be Mr.
Dennis Dugay. Mr. Dugay is part
owner of the former Catholic High
School building (Olde 1891!!),
which is being refurbished. He will
tell us some of the problems and
issues they came across in
refurbishing the building. All men
of the church are invited and urged
to attend. Ladies are welcome.

Kits For Conference (To go to Louisiana)

Please remember to hand in the kits or some of the materials by June 4.
(Absolutely no later than June 8.)

Remember, these are the materials we need:

Flood Buckets contain: A 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid, bleach (two 1-quart
or one §82-0z. bottle), five scouring pads, seven sponges, one scrub brush, 18 cleaning tow-
els (reusable wipes), liquid laundry detergent (two 25 o0z. or one 50 oz. bottle), one house-
hold cleaner (12-16 oz. bottle), disinfectant dish soap, (16-28 oz. bottle), 50 clothes pins,
clothes line (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.), five dust masks, two pair latex gloves, one pair work
gloves, 24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon), one insect repellant spray (6-
14 oz. can), one air freshener (8 or 9 oz. can).

If you cannot complete a kit, a monetary donation will gladly be accepted. I will
even do the shopping!

Pat Spear, UMW

Dear Monumental Friends,

I would like to thank you all
for the many prayers, inspirational
notes, and beautiful cards you have
sent during my extended chemo
treatment. What a blessing they have
been!

Now that treatment is behind
me, I look forward to being back
with you soon.

kksk

To My Wonderful Monumental
Family,

To say “Thank You” for all
the love, prayers, support, gifts, and
donations for Bill seems inadequate.
Know in my and David, Kenneth,
and Linda’s hearts that we will never
be able to say in words our gratitude.
Just know we love you all, and Bill
would be so proud.

In Christian Love to All,
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June Birthdays
Art Coberly
Christopher Parker
Brandon Roane
Connie McCook
Chad Thacker
Mary Alice Thomasson
Scott Nisbet

Jo Moore

Vance Pittman
Vivian Lewis
Frances Dunlap
Tom Fuller

Mary Ann Ward
Betty Randall
Mack Lancaster
Betty Jane Parker
Jeannie Bartlett
Virginia Bell
Laura Fetcher

Ed Forlines
Catherine Callahan
Michele Berger
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Sunday, June 4, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, June 4, 7:00 PM:

Monday, June 5, 7:00 PM:
Tuesday, June 6, 6:00 PM:

Tuesday, June 13, Noon:

Wednesday, June 14, 7:00 PM:
Tuesday, June 20, 6:00 PM:

Friday, June 23, 7:00 PM:
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Upcoming Meetings and Events! .

United Methodist Men Breakfast :
Church Council Meeting

Trustees Meeting ¢

Fellowship Circle Meeting at Betty Hoover’s °

Home *

Ruth Mayhall Circle Meeting at Amory’s U

Seafood .
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Office hours are Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Website: MonumentalUMC.org

Finance Committee Meeting

Mary Martha Sisterhood Meeting at Paula
Teague’s Home

Piano Recital

is a monthly publication of Monumental United Methodist
Church. All members are welcome to submit items for .
Email articles to: newsletter@monumentalumc.org. Or you may leave
articles in the Newsletter Editor’s mail box near the Conference Room.

If you have any questions,

please contact the church office at 387-1297.

Thank You, Michelle Ward, for the past several years as

Editor—

you will be missed! Everyone, bear with us—we’ve got large shoes to fill!




