MONUMENTAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF CAROLS, COMMUNION AND CANDES

December 24, 2006 10:6.m.

*Please stand for this act of worship if you abée
PRELUDE (10:30 p.m.) How Great Our Joy
In dulci jubilo
Quem pastores
O come, all ye faithful

(Joyce Jones)

(Dietrich Buxtehude)
(Helmut Walcha)
(Marcel Dupré)

INTROIT Glory to God ingtHighest
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful
(vs. 1,2, 3,6)

(Hal Hopson)
No. 234

*THE GREETING
Leader: | have Good News for you! The birth of 8avior is at hand!
People: Glory to God in the highest! On earth peacgood will to all His
creation!
*THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
*THE BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great ¥edtof Christmas, let us prepare
ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning.

Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scriptui@yhhe prophets of Israel foretold
that God would visit and redeem the waiting people.

Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, thatgood purpose of God is being
mightily fulfilled.

Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord @ador, Jesus Christ, will bring all
peoples and all things into the glory of God'srékingdom. The blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers arended, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preachibe o,

But first, let us pray for the world that Gsal loves, for those who have not heard
the good news of God, or who do not believe it;thamse who walk in darkness and
the shadow of death; and for the Church in thisgoknd everywhere, that it may be
freed from all evil and fear, and may in pure jdtyup the light of the love of God.

These prayers and praises let us humbly tf&od, in the words that Christ
himself taught us.
THE LORD'S PRAYER

CAROL O Come, O Come, Emmanuel No. 211
(vs. 1-4)

A PROPHECY OF HOPE Isaiah &7, Stephditie

ANTHEM Unto us a son is born (David Willcocks)

THE ANNUNCIATION Luke 1:283 Wendy Rea

ANTHEM Hail, blessed Virgin Mary (Charles Wood)

THE MAGNIFICAT LukE46b-55 Responsively

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, who has lookedavith favor on me, a lowly
servant.

From this day all generations shall call me blessed

The Almighty has done great things for me and holys the name of the Lord,
whose mercy is on those who fear God from generatido generation.

The arm of the Lord is strong, and has scatteregtbud in their conceit.

God has cast down the mighty from their thrones andifted up the lowly.

God has filled the hungry with good things and gkatrich empty away.

God has come to the aid of Israel, the chosen sentaremembering the promise
of mercy, the promise made to our forebears, to Almham and his children for

ever.

CAROL O Little Town aftBlehem No. 230
(vs.1, 3)

THE BIRTH Luke 2:1-20 Pat Spear
CAROL Angels we have heard on high No. 238
THE PROPHECY REVEALED John 1:1-5, 14 Rev. Friend
ANTHEM The glory of the Father (Egil Hovland)
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Noel we sing (Claude D’Aquin)



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Once again we ask for you to have mercy upon us ntamerciful Father. We
see your Son taking on flesh for our sins and we arreminded of our
reluctance to give up our fleshly ways. We see yo8on denied a place even to
lay his head and yet we insist upon our own comfast We see your Son, the
King, surrounded by the stench of a stable and yawve demand our places of
honor and distinction. Forgive us indeed and allowour Word to cleanse our
flesh and even dwell in it. Amen

May the Word of God come tonight and dwell in us!

In the Name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven!

In the Name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven!
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
All are invited to come forward and receive theraament. We believe that this is the
Lord’s Sacrament and therefore open to all who s€ékist's grace. We will use the
method of intinction (the bread is dipped into tig.) You may if you like pray at the altar
after receiving the elements.

CHORAL SELECTIONS FOR COMMUNION

O Holy Night—Celia Alexander, soprano (Adolphe Adam)
Christmas Lullaby .(& Lancaster)
How far is it to Bethlehem (GeefjyrShaw)

(After communion there will be a recessional hymnThe congregation is invited to
follow the recession. Please receive a candle @s gxit the church. Once all are out-
side we shall sing together “Silent Night” followenly a Christmas Benediction.

*THE RECESSIONAL Joy to the World Insert
CAROL Silent Night Insert
THE BENEDICTION e\R Friend
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