
Welcome To 

Monumental United Methodist Church 
Christmas Day 

December 25, 2005 Olde Towne, Portsmouth, Virginia 11:00 A.M. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

*  Please stand for this act of worship. 
 

   PRELUDE I Saw Three Ships (Joseph Martin) 
   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Members and guests: Please register your attendance and dinner 
reservations on the tear-out tab from your bulletin and place it in the 
offering plate later in the service.) 

   INTROIT The Glory of the Father  (Egil Hovland) 
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. We beheld the glory 

of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God. In Him was 

life; and the life was the light of men. 
He came to his own, and his own received him not. 

   OPENING PRAYER   
* CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (vs.1, 2, 5 & 6 ) No. 234 
   LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE Vann and Liz Johnson 
   CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Gail Strickler 
   PASTORAL PRAYER   
   LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

   PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Fum, Fum, Fum  (arr. Alice Parker) 
On December five and twenty, Fum, Fum, Fum!  
Oh, a child was born this night, so rosy white. 
Mary, Virgin Holy, in a stable mean and lowly, Fum, Fum, 

Fum! 
On December five and twenty, Fum, Fum, Fum! 
On December’s most important day, let us be gay! 
We go to first to church and then we have the sweetest buns 

and candy, Fum, Fum, Fum! 
God will send us days of feasting, Fum, Fum, Fum! 

Both in hot months and in cold, for young and old, 
When we tell the Holy Story, ever singing of His glory, Fum, 

Fum, Fum! 
* Doxology  No. 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the 
source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power 
uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

   A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
At the end of each scripture reading, the reader will say: 

This is the Word of the Lord 
And all shall respond, saying: 

Thanks be to God. 
   First Lesson: Luke 2:1-7  Vann Johnson 

 Carol  “Away in a Manger”  No. 217 
   Second Lesson: Luke 2:8-12 

 Carol “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” No. 236  
   Third Lesson: Luke 2:13-15 

 Carol  “Angels We Have Heard on High” No. 238 
   Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:15-18 

 Carol “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” No. 251 
   Fifth Lesson: Luke 2:19 

 Carol “Silent Night” No. 239 
   Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:20 

 Carol   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” No. 240 
   Seventh Lesson: John 1:9-14 

 Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 230 
   CLOSING PRAYER: “Christmas” (read by all) No. 231 
* CAROL  “Joy to the World” No. 246 
   DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

May the Messiah who, by his Incarnation, 
came into our world on this day long ago, 
fill you with the sweetness of inward peace and good will; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
Go forth in peace and joy. 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

* POSTLUDE Joy to the World (Emma Lou Diemer) 
 *  Please stand for this act of worship. 
 

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU ARE HERE TODAY FOR WORSHI P. 
We ask ALL our members, guests, and newcomers to register your attendance and 
dinner reservations on the tear-out tab from your bulletin and place it in the offering 
plate during the service. Please include your address and phone number if we do 
not have it. We are always delighted to welcome new members into our fellowship. 
Please let Dr. Strickler know if you would like Monumental to be your church. You 
may also contact our church office at 397-1297. We will see that you receive 
information about how you can become a member of Monumental. 
 
FIRST TIME GUESTS: The nursery is located off the sanctuary through the door 
on the left and restrooms are in the hallways. Sunday School classes begin at 9:30 
A.M. with classes for children and adults. Please don’t hesitate to ask someone for 
assistance in learning your way around. 
 
��������	 
����	 �
����  The Thursday Night line-up will begin again on 
January 12th. Dinner begins at 5:30, followed by classes at 6:30. During January 
the following class options will be available: 
o "Troublesome Bible Passages" – This Bible study will address some of the 
more controversial passages in scripture.  Teacher:  Dr. Louis Strickler 
o "Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe" Study – 
With the release of the Disney movie based on the popular C.S. Lewis series, this 
study and discussion will look at the Christian themes that are prevalent  in the 
novel. Teacher:  Michele Ward 
o "A Monumental History" – This four week study will look at the rich history of 
Monumental UMC and its impact on the development of Portsmouth. The format 
will include both lecture and discussion.  Teacher:  Margaret Windley. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THIS WEEK.  If you need to 
reach Dr. Strickler this week, you may call him on his cell phone (675-9999) or at 
the parsonage (484-6210).  
 
NEXT SUNDAY: Rev. Harry Spear will be delivering the Holy Communion 
Meditation, titled “God’s Christmas Gift to Us.” Also next Sunday Dr. Rachel 
Gragson will be playing a special postlude—please plan to join us for New Years! 
 
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTER ON DECEMBER 11, 2005 were provided 
by Pauline Bradley; we regret that she was not noticed at the time. 
 
TODAY’S LAY LEADERSHIP : USHERS: Barrett Richardson, Ned Barham, 
Gary Braucher, Ted Heely, Mike Herbert, Robert McBride, Vance Pittman, Harry 
Spear, Dale Sponaugle, Ben Wiggins GREETERS:   Aubrey & Margaret Roane 
CHURCH VAN DRIVER :  Steve Little SECURITY: Bev Veal. 
 
CHURCH VAN DRIVER  next Sunday, January 1, 2005, will be Barrett 
Richardson, (484-6031). 

December 25, 2005  Guests and Visitors: It is a blessing to have you join us for worship today. Please list the following contact information so that we might stay in touch with you. Thank you! 
Street Address:  Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 
                             
City:                                                                                                              State:        Zip: 
                             
Phone number:                                               Other phone number ( cell or work ): 
                         
Email Address: 
                             
 

�  Are you a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  If not, are you a member of another church? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  Name of church to which you belong: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

�  Would you like more information about becoming a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  How did you learn about Monumental? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

�  What could we do to make Monumental more newcomer-friendly for other guests and visitors?_______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV) 
Christ Born of Mary 

1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while 
Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it 
was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And 
she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

Glory in the Highest 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying:  

 

14 “ Glory to God in the highest,  
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen 
Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 
And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told them. 
 

OUR OPPORTUNITIES THE WEEK OF 
SUNDAY, December 25, 2005 

Today 
11:00 A.M. Worship 

 
Monday 
  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 
   7:30 P.M. Tidewater Concert Band Practice 
 
Thursday 

  9:00 A.M.  Tapestry 
  7:30 P.M. Chancel Choir 

 
Next Sunday 

  9:30 A.M. Sunday School 
10:30 A.M. Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M. Worship 

 
*** 

 

Lectionary Reading for Next Week: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 
*** 

 

ON THE COVER : Madonna and Child (c. 1410, Tempera on wood, 10 x 
15 cm, Musée du Louvre, Paris) by Jean MALOUEL  (active 1397-1415). The 
half length figure of the Virgin, with the Child supported by her right arm, is 
shown within the three-dimensional representation of a window-frame. The 
motif of the window-frame provides the reason why the Virgin is represented 
as a half length figure. In this way the Madonna comes close to the praying 
person, but, at the same time, the frame emphasizes the majesty of the Mother 
of God. (Because rulers generally appeared at a window to show themselves to 
the people, the window became a symbol of royalty.) The Child's delicate body 
is also depicted from the waist upwards, emerging from Mary's wide and 
velvety soft cloak. The two figures are almost fused together by love, and yet 
are surrounded by a melancholy mood, the austere premonition of the Passion. 
The Virgin is absorbed in her thoughts, the Child opens His big, round eyes 
and looks at the spectator. His forefinger may enjoin silence upon the 
approaching worshipper. We can see the same motif in Stefano da Verona's 
Madonna in the Rosary, whose style as well as that of Michelino da Besozzo's 
The Mystic Marriage of St Catherine were directly influenced by the painting 
which originated from the Malouel workshop. 

 
Monumental United Methodist Church 

 

 
 

Christmas Day 2005 

MONUMENTAL CHURCH STAFF 
Resident Bishop........................................  Bishop Charlene Payne Kammerer ...  1 (800) 768-6040, Ext. 101 
District Superintendent.............................  Rev. John N. Vest . ........................................................  484-8472 
Senior Pastor ............................................  Dr. Louis M. Strickler.............  397-1297, Ext. 22; Cell: 675-9999 
Associate Pastor  ..................................... Rev. Hank Teague ...................  397-1297 Ext. 27, Cell: 472-1782 
Director of Program Ministries.................  Ms. Gail Strickler ...................  397-1297, Ext. 24; Cell: 472-8888 
Director of Growth and Outreach.............  Mr. Steve Little.................................................  397-1297, Ext. 31 
Director of Music .....................................  Mr. Jeff Ward .........................  397-1297, Ext. 27; Cell: 718-2994 
Organist....................................................  Dr. Rachel Gragson ..........................................  397-1297, Ext. 27 
Director of Handbells ...............................  Ms. Charm Peterman ........................................  397-1297, Ext. 21 
Bookkeeper ..............................................  Mr. Richard Butler............................................  397-1297, Ext. 28 
Custodian .................................................  Ms. Lisa Huiett .................................................  397-1297, Ext. 26 
Office Fax: (757) 397-1116 Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 
Church Email: PastorLouis@MonumentalUMC.org Church Website: MonumentalUMC.org 

The Tape Ministry Is Available! 
 

 Home-bound folks who would like copies of 
Sunday services delivered to them should contact the 
Church Office at 397-1297 or Harry Spear at 483-1128 or 
leave your name below. Recordings are available on 
cassette tape and CD. 
Please contact: _________________________________ 
 

Members, Guests, and Visitors: Please help us to keep in touch with you 
by leaving this information (circle one):  Mr.  /  Mrs.  /  Ms.  /  Mr. & Mrs. 

 

First Name 
                

 

Last Name 
                

 

Names of children attending with you: ____________________________________________ 

Guests and visitors, we invite you to leave your contact information 
on the reverse side.  �  

Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 

Christmas Day, 2005 

Prayer and Care Ministries 
Would you like to be contacted for a visit?    Yes __   No __ 
What can we be praying about in your life? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Is this request:  1) __ for you, or 2) __ for an immediate family member, or 3) __ for a friend? 
Is this request: 1) __ for our pastor only (confidential)?, or 
  2) __ for our Prayer Team and your Shepherd only?, or 
  3) __ for our Congregational Prayer by email, newsletter or bulletin? 
If this request is on behalf of another person, have you received his/her permission to have 

the request shared as indicated?    Yes __     No __ 
Would you like (or need) to be contacted by phone?  Yes __    No __ 
 

 


