
Welcome To 

Monumental United Methodist Church 
Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2005 Olde Towne, Portsmouth, Virginia 11:00 P.M. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

*  Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 

   PRELUDE In dulci jubilo (Joyce Jones) 
   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Members and guests: Please register your attendance on the tear-
out tab from your bulletin and place it in the offering plate later in 
the service.) 

* HYMN “ Infant Holy Infant Lowly” No. 229 
   LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
   SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 2:1-5 
   HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verse 1) No. 230 
   SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 2:6-14 
   HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verse 2) No. 230 
   SCRIPTURE READING        Luke 2:15-20  
   ANTHEM Noel Nouvelet (arr. Richard Zgodava) 

Sing we now of Christmas, sing we here Noel! Of our Lord and 
Savior we the tidings tell. 

Sing we Noel! For Christ the King is born, Noel! Sing we now of 
Christmas, sing we here Noel! 

Angels did say, O shepherds come and see, born in Bethlehem, a 
blessed Lamb for thee. 

In the manger bed, the shepherds found the Child. Joseph was there, 
and Mother, Mary mild. 

Now together sing, let our voices ring, thanks to God on high. 
   SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
   MESSAGE “Silent Light, Holy Light” Pastor Hank Teague 
   HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 3 &4) No. 230 
   THANKSGIVING WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

(If you’d like to respond to God’s gift of love tonight with a financial 
gift, please place it in the offering plates located near the communion 
servers.) 

* HYMN “ What Child is This?” No. 219 
(As we sing please notice that Mary’s Child, God’s Son, has come to 
us tonight in the Bread and Wine.) 

   THE INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE 

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION, PARDON, AND PEACE (In unison) 
Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, as we remember your humble cradle, 
All: Forgive us for our selfishness; 
Pastor: As we remember your mighty cross, 
All: Please forgive us for all the wrongs we have done, and 

all the good that went undone. 
Pastor: Wonderful Counselor,  
All: Help us to seek your guidance above all others. 
Pastor: Mighty God,  
All: Help us to worship you alone.  
Pastor: Everlasting Father, 
All: We are not worthy of your free gift of love, still we 

desire it more and more. 
Pastor: Prince of Peace, 
All: Rule in our hearts so we can help bring peace on earth. 
Pastor: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 Glory to God Amen. 

   THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND HOLY COMMUNION No. 15 
(At the pastor’s invitation you may come forward to receive the 
bread and juice as you feel led. The communion rail is available for 
prayer and meditation during this special time.) 

   CHORAL SELECTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
 The Birthday of a King (W.H. Neidlinger) 
 Jeffrey Ward, tenor 
 How far is it to Bethlehem (Geoffrey Shaw) 
 Christmas Lullaby (A.J. Lancaster) 
* CANDLELIGHT HYMN     “ Silent Night, Holy Night” No. 239 

(As we softly sing this carol, you are invited to pass the flame from 
the aisle seats down the pew. For safety sake please tip only unlit 
candles not lighted ones.) 

* CHRISTMAS BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
* THE RECESSIONAL “Joy to the World” No. 246 

(Candles may be placed in the box at the doors as you leave.) 
* POSTLUDE Toccata on "Noel Nouvelet" (Marcel Dupré) 
 
 *  Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 

 

WE HOPE THAT YOU EXPERIENCE GOD’S GIFT OF LOVE  in a 
special way tonight and that you will return at 11:00 A.M. tomorrow for 
Christmas Day Worship. Dr. Louis Strickler will be leading a special worship 
service, A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS. Although no Sunday 
school will be held tomorrow, we invite you to join us for coffee and fellowship 
at 10:30 A.M. before the service. 
 

YOUR PRESENCE IS IMPORTANT—TO US AND TO GOD!  God knows 
you that were here tonight, but we need your help.  So we ask everyone to 
register their attendance on the tear-out tab from your bulletin and place it in the 
offering plate during the service. Please include your address and phone 
number.   
 

FOR OUR GUESTS: We hope you will consider making Monumental your 
church home. We excel in warm hospitality and exceptional classical worship 
services.  However, if you prefer a more modern, casual, and eclectic form of 
worship, we invite you to try our sister fellowship, TheBridge.  To learn more 
about making Monumental and TheBridge your church home, please talk with 
either Pastor Louis Strickler or Pastor Hank Teague, or just ask someone near 
you! 
 

��������	 
����	�
����  The Thursday Night line-up will begin again 
on January 12th. Dinner begins at 5:30, followed by classes at 6:30. During 
January the following class options will be available: 
o "Troublesome Bible Passages" – This Bible study will address some of the 
more controversial passages in scripture.  Teacher:  Dr. Louis Strickler 
o "Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe" Study – 
With the release of the Disney movie based on the popular C.S. Lewis series, 
this study and discussion will look at the Christian themes that are prevalent  in 
the novel. Teacher:  Michele Ward 
o "A Monumental History" – This four week study will look at the rich 
history of Monumental UMC and its impact on the development of Portsmouth. 
The format will include both lecture and discussion.  Teacher:  Margaret 
Windley. 
 

DUE TO THE LATE HOUR  there is no nursery at this one service tonight, 
however, there is always nursery and childcare during Sunday School and 
Sunday Worship.  The nursery is located off the sanctuary through the door on 
the left and restrooms are in the hallways. Sunday School classes begin at 9:30 
A.M. with classes for children and adults. 
 

TONIGHT’S LAY LEADERSHIP : COMMUNION SERVERS : Darlene 
and Ollie Amon; GREETERS:    Ashley Roane and Brandon Roane. 
THANKS ALSO  to all the others who contributed to tonight’s special service! 
 

December 24, 2005  Guests and Visitors: It is a blessing to have you join us for worship today. Please list the following contact information so that we might stay in touch with you. Thank you! 
Street Address:  Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 
                             
City:                                                                                                              State:        Zip: 
                             
Phone number:                                               Other phone number ( cell or work ): 
                         
Email Address: 
                             
 

�  Are you a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  If not, are you a member of another church? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  Name of church to which you belong: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

�  Would you like more information about becoming a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  How did you learn about Monumental? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

�  What could we do to make Monumental more newcomer-friendly for other guests and visitors?_______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV) 
Christ Born of Mary 

1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while 
Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it 
was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And 
she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

Glory in the Highest 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying:  

 

14 “ Glory to God in the highest,  
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, 
they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And 
all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 
19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as 
it was told them. 

OUR OPPORTUNITIES THE WEEK OF 
SUNDAY, December 25, 2005 

 
Sunday (December 25, 2005) 

11:00 A.M. Worship 
 
Monday (December 26) 
  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK 
Tuesday (December 27) 
   7:30 P.M. Tidewater Concert Band Practice 
 
Thursday (December 29) 

  9:00 A.M.  Tapestry 
  7:30 P.M. Chancel Choir 

 
Next Sunday (January 1, 2006) 

  9:30 A.M. Sunday School 
10:30 A.M. Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M. Worship 

 
*** 

 
Lectionary Reading for Next Week: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; 

Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
 

*** 
 

ON THE COVER: Detail from No. 17 Scenes from the Life of Christ: 1. 
Nativity: Birth of Jesus (1304-06, Fresco, width of detail 100 cm, Cappella 
Scrovegni, Arena Chapel, Padua) by GIOTTO di Bondone (b. 1267, 
Vespignano, d. 1337, Firenze). The simple shelter under which the Virgin 
and her Child seek refuge is situated in the middle of a bleak rocky 
landscape. Mary turns on her side on the bed in order to receive the new-
born baby from the arms of a midwife — a natural and spontaneous gesture, 
which is captured by the way mother and child look at one another. 
Although on the periphery, this exchange of glances seems to be the actual 
centre of the portrayal, which is expanded to include the scene of the 
Annunciation to the shepherds (not seen in this detail). 
 

 
Monumental United Methodist Church  

 
 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve 2005 

MONUMENTAL CHURCH STAFF 
Resident Bishop........................................  Bishop Charlene Payne Kammerer ...  1 (800) 768-6040, Ext. 101 
District Superintendent.............................  Rev. John N. Vest . ........................................................  484-8472 
Senior Pastor ............................................  Dr. Louis M. Strickler.............  397-1297, Ext. 22; Cell: 675-9999 
Associate Pastor  ..................................... Rev. Hank Teague ...................  397-1297 Ext. 27, Cell: 472-1782 
Director of Program Ministries.................  Ms. Gail Strickler ...................  397-1297, Ext. 24; Cell: 472-8888 
Director of Growth and Outreach.............  Mr. Steve Little.................................................  397-1297, Ext. 31 
Director of Music .....................................  Mr. Jeff Ward .........................  397-1297, Ext. 27; Cell: 718-2994 
Organist....................................................  Dr. Rachel Gragson ..........................................  397-1297, Ext. 27 
Director of Handbells ...............................  Ms. Charm Peterman ........................................  397-1297, Ext. 21 
Bookkeeper ..............................................  Mr. Richard Butler............................................  397-1297, Ext. 28 
Custodian .................................................  Ms. Lisa Huiett .................................................  397-1297, Ext. 26 
Office Fax: (757) 397-1116 Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 
Church Email: PastorLouis@MonumentalUMC.org Church Website: MonumentalUMC.org 

The Tape Ministry Is Available! 
 

 Home-bound folks who would like copies of 
Sunday services delivered to them should contact the 
Church Office at 397-1297 or Harry Spear at 483-1128 or 
leave your name below. Recordings are available on 
cassette tape and CD. 
Please contact: _________________________________ 
 

Members, Guests, and Visitors: Please help us to keep in touch with you 
by leaving this information (circle one):  Mr.  /  Mrs.  /  Ms.  /  Mr. & Mrs. 

 

First Name 
                

 

Last Name 
                

 

Names of children attending with you: ____________________________________________ 

Guests and visitors, we invite you to leave your contact information 
on the reverse side.  �  

Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 

11 P.M. Christmas Eve 2005 

Prayer and Care Ministries 
Would you like to be contacted for a visit?    Yes __   No __ 
What can we be praying about in your life? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Is this request:  1) __ for you, or 2) __ for an immediate family member, or 3) __ for a friend? 
Is this request: 1) __ for our pastor only (confidential)?, or 
  2) __ for our Prayer Team and your Shepherd only?, or 
  3) __ for our Congregational Prayer by email, newsletter or bulletin? 
If this request is on behalf of another person, have you received his/her permission to have 

the request shared as indicated?    Yes __     No __ 
Would you like (or need) to be contacted by phone?  Yes __    No __ 
 

 


