
Welcome To 

Monumental United Methodist Church 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 27, 2005 Olde Towne, Portsmouth, Virginia 11:00 A.M. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

*  Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 

   PRELUDE Hail to the Lord's Anointed (June Nixon) 
   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Members and guests: Please register your attendance and dinner 
reservations on the tear-out tab from your bulletin and place it in the 
offering plate later in the service.) 

   INTROIT O Come, O Come Emmanuel (arr. Thomas Helmore) 
   OPENING PRAYER (in unison) No. 201 
* HYMN “ Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” No. 203 
* APOSTLES’ CREED  No. 881 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* GLORIA PATRI  No. 70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

   LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE - PEACE Jeannie Bartlett 
   CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Gail Strickler 
 (Children Kindergarten through Fifth Grade may leave for Children’s Church.) 
   PASTORAL PRAYER 
   PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Psallite (Michael Praetorius) 
Sing to Christ the only begotten Son of God. 
Sing to the Redeemer, our Lord, the child lying in the manger. 
A little child lies in the small crib; 
All the lovely angels serve the child and sing to him sweetly. 

* Doxology  No. 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the 
source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power 
uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

  OLD TESTAMENT READING   Malachi 4 (p. 1491)  Lynn Wiggins 
* HYMN “ There’s a Song in the Air” No. 249 
   NEW TESTAMENT READING   Luke 1: 1-17 (p. 1587) Lynn Wiggins 
   SERMON: Kairos: God’s Time Dr. Louis M. Strickler 

Memory Verse: “When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that 
we might receive the full rights of sons” (Galatians 4: 4). 

* HYMN “ People, Look East” No. 202 
* BENEDICTION 
* POSTLUDE Hail to the Lord's Anointed (Michael Joseph) 
 
 
 *  Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 
 
WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU ARE HERE TODAY FOR 
WORSHIP. We ask ALL our members, guests, and newcomers to register 
your attendance and dinner reservations on the tear-out tab from your 
bulletin and place it in the offering plate during the service. Please include 
your address and phone number if we do not have it. We are always 
delighted to welcome new members into our fellowship. Please let Dr. 
Strickler know if you would like Monumental to be your church. You may 
also contact our church office at 397-1297. We will see that you receive 
information about how you can become a member of Monumental. 
 
FIRST TIME GUESTS: The nursery is located off the sanctuary through 
the door on the left and restrooms are in the hallways. Sunday School classes 
begin at 9:30 A.M. with classes for children and adults. Please don’t hesitate 
to ask someone for assistance in learning your way around. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US next Sunday at 5:30 P.M. for a Chowder Supper and a 
Christmas concert by the Tidewater Community Band.  This is your 
opportunity to see a model train display and enjoy some great food and great 
music! 

A MONUMENTAL WELCOME:  On Saturday, December 3, 2005, at 10 
A.M ., Pastor Louis Strickler needs volunteers who are willing to go with 
him as we make brief visits to new residents in targeted neighborhoods. A 
list of these new residents, a brochure of our Christmas events, and a gift 
will be available. You will decide which homes you will stop by after we 
have a prayer together. Each person could probably stop by to welcome 
about five new residents in this one hour. (You won’t be going into homes, 
just welcoming them at their door!) We will finish by 11:15 a.m.  A key 
ingredient for a growing church is for us to reach out to new residents as we 
build relationships and let people know who we are and where our 
congregation worships together. The weeks after Thanksgiving are a great 
time to reach out to new people who need to know the Christ of Christmas! 
 

SERVING THE HOMELESS  - We have been invited to help serve the 
homeless in Portsmouth, December 11-17. People are needed to help serve 
meals any night beginning at 8:00 p.m. Plus, volunteers are needed to 
provide and cook the Saturday Night Meal (serving 100 people). Men are 
needed to spend the night at Monumental United Methodist Church during 
this week from 8:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m.  See Barrett Richardson, Jr. or call him 
(599-0474) to sign up. 
 

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN  will meet Sunday, December 4th at 
8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast and a program. Our speaker 
will be our own Rev. Hank Teague.  Hank will speak about TheBridge and 
his experiences so far in starting this important program of our church.  
There will be ample opportunity for questions.  Come and enjoy an excellent 
breakfast and an informative program.  All men of the church are invited and 
urged to attend.  Ladies are welcome. 
 

DEADLINE  for the January Messenger is Thursday, December 15th. You 
may leave printed articles in the Newspaper Editor’s mailbox near the 
conference room. You may also submit articles or information on disk (in 
Word or Word Perfect) or by email. Please leave disks in the editor’s box or 
email information directly to the editor, Michele Ward, at 
wardx2@whro.net. 
 

THE NOVEMBER NOONDAY CONCERT  will take place tomorrow, 
November 28 in the sanctuary.  The featured artist is Virginia Vail, a 
soprano from Trinity Episcopal.  She will be accompanied by her husband 
on piano and her son on the cello.  Lunch will be served after the concert. 
 
 

November 27, 2005  Guests and Visitors: It is a blessing to have you join us for worship today. Please list the following contact information so that we might stay in touch with you. Thank you! 
Street Address:  Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 
                             
City:                                                                                                              State:        Zip: 
                             
Phone number:                                               Other phone number ( cell or work ): 
                         
Email Address: 
                             
 

�  Are you a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  If not, are you a member of another church? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  Name of church to which you belong: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

�  Would you like more information about becoming a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

�  How did you learn about Monumental? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

�  What could we do to make Monumental more newcomer-friendly for other guests and visitors?_______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 THE FLOWERS  in the Chancel today have been placed there to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of Lolita French for her birthday, November 
24 by Thomas H. Fuller. 
 
OUR KNOWN HOSPITALIZED:  Jean Stephenson is in DePaul hospital. 
 
TODAY’S LAY LEADERSHIP : USHERS: Team 4: Barrett Richardson, 
Sr., Head Usher; Ned Barham, Gary Braucher, Ted Heely, Mike Herbert, 
Robert McBride, Vance Pittman, Harry Spear, Dale Sponaugle, Ben 
Wiggins.  GREETERS: Jim & Mary Anne Alexander.   FELLOWSHIP 
SERVERS: Douglass Class.  MONUMENTAL MESSENGERS:    
CHURCH VAN DRIVER : Art Morgan.  SECURITY: Bev Veal. 
 
CHURCH VAN DRIVER  next Sunday, December 4, will be Barrett 
Richardson (484-6031). 
 
ON THE COVER: The Annunciation (1489, Tempera on wood, 150 x 156 cm, Galleria 
degli Uffizi, Florence, Restored in 1987) by Sandro BOTTICELLI  (b. 1445, Firenze, d. 
1510, Firenze). The picture, commissioned in 1489, was painted for the church of the 
Florentine convent of Cestello (today Santa Maria Maddalena de'Pazzi) in borgo Pinti. The 
scene is notable for dramatic force suggested by the pose of the Virgin; the figures are 
placed inside a perspective space, open in the background on a beautiful landscape. 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And having come in, the angel said to her, 
"Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" 

But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 
forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.  
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end." 

— Luke 1:26-33 

OUR OPPORTUNITIES THE WEEK OF 
SUNDAY, November 27, 2005 

 
 

Today 
9:30 A.M. Sunday School 
10:30 A.M. Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M. Worship 
 

Monday (November 28) 
 12:00 P.M. Noonday Concert 
 
Tuesday (November 29) 
 11:00 A.M. Staff Meeting 

  7:30 P.M. Tidewater Concert Band 
 
Thursday (December 1) 

 9:00 A.M.  Tapestry 
 7:30 P.M. Chancel Choir    

 
Saturday (December 3) 
 5:00–9:00 P.M.  Parent’s Night Out 
  
Next Sunday (December 4) 

8:00 A.M. UMM Breakfast  
  9:30 A.M. Sunday School 
10:30 A.M. Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M. Worship 
5:30 P.M. Christmas Chowder Supper & Concert 
  

 
*** 

 
 

Lectionary Reading for Next Week: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm   
  85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8. 

 
Monumental United Methodist Church 

  

 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent, 
November 27, 2005 

 

Welcome to Monumental United Methodist Church! 
We are delighted you have chosen to worship here with us today! 

 
450 Dinwiddie Street Olde Towne Portsmouth Virginia 23704 
(757) 397-1297 MonumentalUMC.org 

MONUMENTAL CHURCH STAFF 
Resident Bishop........................................  Bishop Charlene Payne Kammerer ...  1 (800) 768-6040, Ext. 101 
District Superintendent.............................  Rev. John N. Vest . ........................................................  484-8472 
Senior Pastor ............................................  Dr. Louis M. Strickler.............  397-1297, Ext. 22; Cell: 675-9999 
Associate Pastor ………….……………... Rev. Hank Teague……..…….. 397-1297 Ext. 27, Cell: 472-1782 
Director of Program Ministries.................  Ms. Gail Strickler ...................  397-1297, Ext. 24; Cell: 472-8888 
Director of Growth and Outreach.............  Mr. Steve Little.................................................  397-1297, Ext. 31 
Director of Music .....................................  Mr. Jeff Ward .........................  397-1297, Ext. 27; Cell: 718-2994 
Organist....................................................  Dr. Rachel Gragson ..........................................  397-1297, Ext. 27 
Director of Handbells ...............................  Ms. Charm Peterman ........................................  397-1297, Ext. 21 
Bookkeeper ..............................................  Mr. Richard Butler............................................  397-1297, Ext. 28 
Custodian .................................................  Ms. Lisa Huiett .................................................  397-1297, Ext. 26 
Office Fax: (757) 397-1116 Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 
Church Email: PastorLouis@MonumentalUMC.org Church Website: MonumentalUMC.org 

Special Advent Greeters Needed 
 

We’re looking for four special couples to welcome our guests and visitors 
during Advent. We’d like one couple each week to be greeters at the 
Dinwiddie Street doors, and to follow-up the next week with a bread drop, 
a card, and a phone call to our first-time guests. We want our guests, who 
our reaching out to us, to know that we are reaching out to them, especially 
during this wonderful time of the year. For more information, please leave 
your name for Steve Little to contact you: 

NAME: ___________________________________________________ 

Members, Guests, and Visitors: Please help us to keep in touch with you 
by leaving this information (circle one):  Mr.  /  Mrs.  /  Ms.  /  Mr. & Mrs. 

 

First Name 
                

 

Last Name 
                

 

Names of children attending with you: ____________________________________________ 

Guests and visitors, we invite you to leave your contact information 
on the reverse side.  �  

Please place entire Attendance/Registration Form in the offering plate later in the service. 

November 27, 2005 

Prayer and Care Ministries 
Would you like to be contacted for a visit?    Yes __   No __ 
What can we be praying about in your life? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Is this request:  1) __ for you, or 2) __ for an immediate family member, or 3) __ for a friend? 
Is this request: 1) __ for our pastor only (confidential)?, or 
  2) __ for our Prayer Team and your Shepherd only?, or 
  3) __ for our Congregational Prayer by email, newsletter or bulletin? 
If this request is on behalf of another person, have you received his/her permission to have 

the request shared as indicated?    Yes __     No __ 
Would you like (or need) to be contacted by phone?  Yes __    No __ 
 

 


