
Welcome to 

Monumental United Methodist Church 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 12, 2004 Olde Towne, Portsmouth, Virginia 11:00 a.m. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

* Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 

   PRELUDE When We Are Living (George Lachenauer) 
 Adoro te (John Barr) 
 Ben Strickler, organist 
   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Members and guests: Please register your attendance and 
dinner reservations on the tear-out tab from your bulletin 
and place it in the offering plate later in the service.) 

   INTROIT Send Your Word  
   LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE Erik and Stephen Little 
* HYMN “The First Noel” No. 245 
* APOSTLES’ CREED  No. 881 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* GLORIA PATRI  No. 70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Amen 

   A SERVICE OF BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION Page 45 
   ANTHEM Rise Up Shepherd and Follow (arr. Mark Hayes) 

Rise up Shepherd and Follow.  There’s a star in the East on 
Christmas morn.  Rise up shepherd and follow.  It will lead to the 
place where the Savior’s born. Rise up shepherd and follow.  Follow 
the star of Bethlehem.  Rise up shepherd and follow.  Leave your 
sheep and leave your lambs.  Rise up shepherd and follow.  Leave 
your ewes and leave your rams.  Rise up shepherd and follow. 

   PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
   Offertory Let All Moral Flesh Keep Silent (Peter Pindar Stearns) 
 
 

* Doxology  No. 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise 
God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 
power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Gail Strickler 
     (Children Kindergarten through Fifth Grade may leave for Children’s Church)         
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS   Isaiah 7:10-14 (p.1069)   Vann Johnson, Lay Reader 
      Matthew 1:18-25 (p.1497) 
* HYMN “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” No. 626 
   SERMON:           The Day God Came to Earth Dr. Louis M. Strickler 

Memory Verse: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
Matthew 1:21 (NIV) 

* HYMN “Blessed Be the God of Israel” No. 209 
* BENEDICTION 
* POSTLUDE The First Nowell (Gordon Philips) 
 * Please stand for this act of worship if you are able. 
 

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU ARE HERE TODAY FOR 
WORSHIP. We ask ALL our members, guests, and newcomers to register 
your attendance and dinner reservations on the tear-out tab from your 
bulletin and place it in the offering plate during the service. Please include 
your address and phone number if we do not have it. We are always 
delighted to welcome new members into our fellowship. Please let Dr. 
Strickler know if you would like Monumental to be your church. You may 
also contact Norma Mullins in our church office at 397-1297. We will see 
that you receive information about how you can become a member of 
Monumental. 
 

FIRST TIME GUESTS: The nursery is located off the sanctuary through 
the door on the left and restrooms are in the hallways. Sunday School classes 
begin at 9:30 AM with classes for children and adults. Please don’t hesitate 
to ask someone for assistance in learning your way around. 
 

DEADLINE for the December Messenger is Wednesday, December 15th.  
You can submit articles or information either on disk, or by email.  Articles 
on disk should be in MS Word or plain text.  Please leave disks in the 
Newsletter Editor’s mail box near the Conference Room.  You can email 
information directly to the editor, Michele Ward, at wardx2@whro.net.  
Printed articles are also welcome.  Leave those in the editor’s box as well. 
 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE meets today at 6:00 p.m., followed by the 
Church Council at 7:30 p.m.  Both meeting are at the church. 
 

THE UMW CHRISTMAS COFFEE will be tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Plan to be with us for coffee, fellowship and a Christmas 
program. 

PRAYERS have been requested for Elbert Sherrill who is now living at Province 
Place in Churchland. 
 

THE FLOWERS in the Chancel today have been placed there to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Thomas H. Bradley by the family. 
 

OUR LOVING SYMPATHY is extended to Edna Davenport and family on the 
recent death of her brother in Bristol; also to Betty Hoover and family on the 
recent death of her sister-in-law. 
 

CHURCH VAN DRIVER next Sunday, December 19, will be Art Morgan (686-8474). 
 

PORTSMOUTH VOLUNTEERS FOR THE HOMELESS is in need of 
volunteer bus drivers to help transport the homeless to the Winter Emergency 
Shelter.  We have the bus, we need the drivers!  If you are available during the 
hours of 7:00 p.m. and/or 6:00 a.m.-7:30 a.m. any day of the week and have a 
bus driver’s license, please call us at 399-0200 and ask for Erin.  Thank you! 
 

THANKS!  Monumental United Methodist Church owes many thanks to long time 
member, Irma Ayers!  To honor the memory of her husband, Fred, Irma donated 
money to purchase the Coleman’s Nativity Scene figures.  The Portsmouth 
Museums Foundation originally purchased the Nativity figures as part of the Winter 
Wonderland characters.  The foundation discovered they were unable to display the 
religious scene due to the separation of church and state issue.  So the Nativity 
figures could remain in Portsmouth and close the 1846 Courthouse Museum 
display, Monumental offered to purchase the Nativity scene.  We have Irma to 
thank for stepping forward and funding the purchase. 
 

THE RUTH MAYHALL CIRCLE will have their Christmas luncheon on 
Tuesday, December 14, at 12:00 noon in the fellowship hall. 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE will have their Christmas dinner on 
Tuesday, December 14, 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  It is a covered dish 
with chicken being provided.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

THE DECEMBER NOONDAY CONCERT will be Monday, December 
19, 12:00 noon in the sanctuary and will feature Dr. Rachel Gragson in an 
organ concert of Christmas music.  Immediately following the concert, lunch 
will be offered in the fellowship hall for $4.00 per person.  All are invited. 
 

DECEMBER IS UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES 
MONTH.  UMFS is a ministry of the church that helps people when they 
need support in making life changing decisions, or a friendly hand held out 
to help.  Your prayers and support help the Family Services go the second 
mile to share the light of Christ.  Envelopes for your donations are available 
in the church pews.  Please make your check payable to the church and mark 
it UMFS. 
 

TODAY’S LAY LEADERSHIP: USHERS:  Team #2-Edgar Smith, Head Usher, 
Gary Braucher, Chris Parker, Ben Schoenfeld.   ACOLYTES: Lynn and Ben Wiggins.   
GREETERS:  Rev. and Mrs. Harry B. Spear, III.   FELLOWSHIP SERVERS:  
Walter Gum Class.   MONUMENTAL MESSENGERS:  Ray and Phyllis Turcotte.   
CHURCH VAN DRIVER:  Steve Little.    SECURITY:  Aubrey Roane. 

Guests and Visitors: It is a blessing to have you join us for worship today. Would you please leave us this contact information so that we might stay in touch with you. Thank you! 
Street Address: 
                             
City:                                                                                                              State:        Zip: 
                             
Phone number:                                               Other phone number ( cell or work ): 
                         
Email Address: 
                             
 

?  Are you a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

?  If not, are you a member of another church? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

?  Name of church to which you belong: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

?  Would you like more information about becoming a member of Monumental UMC? ( Yes   or   No ) 
 

?  How did you learn about Monumental? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

?  What could we do to make Monumental more newcomer-friendly for other guests and visitors?_______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR 2004 CONFIRMATION CLASS! 
Brian Douglas Barham 
Erik Christopher Little 

Katie Gray Preddy  
Ben Russell Strickler 

Sean Michael Westrom 
*** 

ON THE COVER: The Dream of St Joseph (1650-55, Oil on canvas, 105 x 83 cm, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest) by Harmenszoon van Rijn REMBRANDT (b. 
1606, Leiden, d. 1669, Amsterdam). The text from which this image is inspired is 
Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV): 
 

The Dream of St Joseph 
 

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel”–which means, “God with us.” 

24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union 
with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

OUR OPPORTUNITIES THE WEEK OF 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 2004 

Today 
9:30 A.M Sunday School 
10:30 A.M Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M Worship/Confirmation Sunday 
5:00 P.M. UMYF 
6:00 P.M. Finance Committee 
7:30 P.M. Church Council 

 
Monday 
 10:30 A.M. UMW Christmas Coffee 

7:30 P.M. Disciple Bible Study 
 
Tuesday 
 12:00 NOON Ruth Mayhall Christmas Luncheon 
 6:00 P.M. Fellowship Circle Christmas Dinner 

7:30 P.M. Tidewater Concert Band 
 

 Wednesday 
  10:00 A.M. Tapestry Handbells/Williamsburg Music Club 

 
Thursday 

6:00 P.M. Monumental Ringers 
7:30 P.M. Chancel Choir 

 
Next Sunday 

9:30 A.M Sunday School 
10:30 A.M Fellowship Time 
11:00 A.M Worship 
5:00 P.M. UMYF 

Monumental United Methodist Church 
 


